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QWAG has been raising the loss of space to 
hard surfacing including on social media



1. Nature no more

- Plants, hedges 
removed OR 
reduced and 
fragmented

- Soil scraped off and 
sent in a skip to 
landfill

- ‘Garden’ space 
capped with 
rubble, concrete 
(sometimes 
reinforced) and 
paving blocks.



2. Altered habitat

- Less diverse 
plants for 
different foods 
across seasons

- No soil = no 
worms = no food

- Less nesting 
material and 
fewer shelters for 
species to hide 
from predators

Wildlife doesn’t do  
uniformity.



3. Turning up the heat

- A formerly friendly 
space becomes an 
inhospitable 
uniform surface

- Less / no shade

- Absorbs heat

- Adds to higher 
localised health-
harming heat

- Species can’t cope.



4. Nature No-Go Zone

Nature not allowed

Space is now reserved 
for:

- Vehicles

- Litter

- ‘Weeds’



5. Knock on effects

- Harder, faster 
rainfall piles 
pressure on drains

- Carries more litter 
and microplastics 
from crisp packets, 
sweet wrappers, 
take-away waste

- Pollutants - tyre 
particles, engine 
oil, brake dusts 
and fluids etc…



6. Weed killer cycle

- Paving does not 
allow useful 
planting, but it still 
attracts ‘weeds’

- Contrary to ‘easy to 
maintain’ myth

 
- Herbicides washed 

off-site reach local 
watercourses 

- Adds to poor state 
of freshwaters away 
from the site itself.



7. ‘Blandcape’ spreads

“I want one” and the  
“easy to maintain” and 
other myths starts a 
cycle of decline

Cumulative effects of 
heat, water run-off, 
herbicides, and lack of 
diverse planting for 
food and shelter 
across whole streets

Nature is not about 
‘easy maintenance’.



8. Impacts can extend 
beyond the property to the 
public realm:

Street trees removed to 
allow vehicles to cross 
over public pavement.



The best of both worlds?

Parking space without 
losing all of the benefits 
of having a front garden



Matrix paving takes vehicles but without the ‘need’ to remove soil, is truly permeable, rather than the kinds of 
“permeable paving” being marketed (which is precast concrete, made to look like stone or brick), and can be 
planted up with different species to keep ‘weeds’ from dominating.



The loss of front gardens
Mapping losses street-by-street across Lewisham borough



Pinpoint losses 
and target 
restoration

Dark = more green cover
Light = least cover 

40% of front gardens 
lost in Catford South 
ward



What if restoring 
a front garden is as 
easy as covering one 
over?



A Blue Heart tells passers-by that 
Christine Eborall’s garden is 
meant to be "wild and untidy"
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