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Housebuilders tend to say the Green 
Belt has nothing to do with the 
environment…  

e.g. – as opposite “The Green Belt .. is designed to prevent 
urban sprawl…Though the Green Belt .. purposes ..mostly on 
mitigating urban sprawl, many Brits mistakenly conflate the 
policy with environmental protection…”

… whereas other commentators point to 
the devastating environmental (as well 
as economic and social) impacts of 
urban sprawl.



Green Belt and 
environmental protection
• Impact of urban sprawl

• High carbon
• Transport emissions

• Space for critical eco-system services
• Water management
• Habitat
• Carbon sequestration
• Urban temp

• (additionally many related social issues e.g. transport deserts, space 
for sports / recreation, inactive and de-communitised lifestyles 
leading to health issues)



Stevenage’s surface car parks (orange) 
and roundabouts (blue)
The town was built with cycle 
infrastructure and it takes 15 minutes to 
cycle from the centre to the outer edge. 
But active travel is discouraged by 
overprovision of parking. 
These spaces should accommodate car-
free or car-lite housing or mixed-use 
development instead.

Image: Roads Were Not Built For Cars | Where driving is easy, Brits drive

https://roadswerenotbuiltforcars.com/stevenage/


Chelsmford example: it should be easy to get 
around on cycle or by bus…



.. And Chelmsford has lots of brownfield / underutilised space - 
surface car parks, which are linked to car-dependent planning 
(and related impacts) …



… and yet it has seen loss of productive land for 
development (this site is now built out)



… to lock-in a high-carbon, car-dependent future.



Density is key e.g. bus services become financially viable with 
densities over 60 dwellings per hectare (dph) though good use of 
space would mean higher densities, upwards of 100dph.

Examples from:
https://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/20180606320100Housing%20Density%20Paper%202018.pdf 

These two examples show two areas: 
25 dwellings per hectare and 69 dwellings per hectare

https://windmz.dartford.gov.uk/media/20180606320100Housing%20Density%20Paper%202018.pdf


Urban land-use planning: Green Belt policy 
goes is at the heart of environmental action

Compact cities with Green Belt

High density 

Fewer than 30 cars per 100 households

Low carbon 

Public transport financially viable

Active (healthy) lifestyles

Urban Sprawl 

Low density 

More than 50 cars per 100 households

High carbon

Car dependent

Inactive (less healthy) lifestyles

Find out more: https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/why-london-needs-to-be-a-compact-city/ 

https://www.cprelondon.org.uk/news/why-london-needs-to-be-a-compact-city/

	Slide 1: Green Belt: a critical environment policy?
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Green Belt and  environmental protection
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Chelsmford example: it should be easy to get around on cycle or by bus…
	Slide 6: .. And Chelmsford has lots of brownfield / underutilised space - surface car parks, which are linked to car-dependent planning (and related impacts) …
	Slide 7: … and yet it has seen loss of productive land for development (this site is now built out)
	Slide 8: … to lock-in a high-carbon, car-dependent future.
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Urban land-use planning: Green Belt policy goes is at the heart of environmental action

