Summer eUpdate...

== . E-mail: office@cprelondon.org.uk
Campa|gn to Protect Tel/lFax:020 7253 0300 Web:www.cprelondon.org.uk
Rural England
Address:70-74 Cowecross Street, London EC1M 6EJ.
LONDON

5ANBOU2NRA
A recent flurry of activity at City Hall has
seen the release of several major
R2O0dzySyiday G(KS yS¢g
Strategy; proposals for major revisions to
the London Plan and the next step

towards a revised Transport Strategy for
London. We are in process of responding
to each of these in turn.

News in brief

1 CPRE London AGM on July 16th

1 CPRE London 1984-2009: The
Anniversary Annual Report is
published

9 Green Belt talks series set the

for k j . . 3
scene for key project At the same time we await details of

proposed cuts to the GLA Environment
Team. The proposals include provision for
a much smaller number of more
generalist advisers in future and there
seems to have been little attempt to
examine the need for or the resulting
impact of the proposed changes.

1 CPRE London moves to join the
London Biodiversity Partnership

9 CPRE London responds to London
Plan revision proposals

With many borough authorities ill-
equipped to provide equivalent expertise
and less well placed to take a strategic
view, there is justifiable concern over the
likely outcome, not least in relation to the

Metropolitan Green Belt Survey
Whether you reside in Inner or Outer
London or outside London altogether,
GSQR NBIFftfe tAtadd
those of your friends and family - on the

future of the Metropolitan Green Belt. fStT TR 7 ISSHENEREY S
¢KSNBQa adAatt aay: e o
survey now underway at http:// ¢KS alé2NRa hF¥FFAOS

should be judged on its performance
rather than the number of GLA
employees but has yet to identify targets
against which such performance should
be measured.

www.sustainweb.org/localactiononfood/
greenbeltsurvey/

At the last count there were just over 200
responses. It would be a good thing to
get this above 300. The more complete a
picture we have, the more likely we can
make a positive difference for the future.

It is very much the effectiveness of the
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/ 2 Y Y Sngitiinfluencing the boroughs with

which CPRE London and other non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) are
capfergesl. \pplation ta the eurenty
London Plan, considerable external
expertise, knowledge of the region and
experience on the ground has already
been provided through the comments
and criticisms put forward by many
Boroughs, Agencies, NGOs and
community bodies. It would be rather
unfortunate if this existing body of work
were to be overlooked during the
streamlining of the new plan.

hy GKS L) dza aARS:
comments on last July's Planning for A
Better Londorocument, which set out
his proposals for a revision of the London
Plan, are generally positive and in line
with our own Vision for London.

The Mayor has indicated his wish for a

(more) consensual approach in achieving
SSlgplegic gimszppdang trugt thagniswilly, 2 5

also include the voluntary sector. It will

be interesting to see the outcomes, not _
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encouragement of development in Outer

London town centres.

You can form your own opinion by

consulting a printed or online copy of A

New Plan for LondonProposals for the
al@2NDa [2yR2y tfly
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 2008 AGM will take place on

Thursday 16th July

All members are encouraged to attend
our anniversary AGM. Everyone is
welcome to bring friends or family who
may be interested in the work of CPRE
London - or of Natural England - locally

from 6.00 pm afhe Galleryat 70-74 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EJ and across the region.

Our Guest Speaker will be:

Alison Barnes
London Director for Natural England

rtAazyQa Gt
opportunity to learn about the new
countryside and conservation agency
and its combined responsibilities in
championing landscape and wildlife in
town and countryside .

for the future, and their relation to and
significance for the Metropolitan Green
.St [2YyR2yQa
the links between them. It should be
fascinating. Do join us if you can.

Light refreshments and drinks will be
aAyDBablaflom6.0phOSLIGA 2y =

In addition to learning about Natural
9y 3Ifl yRQa 62NJ
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Plan will be available at the AGM.
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Agenda papers and the minutes of our
2008 AGM can be downloaded from the

g At t leardR@UBPragréss i LgndoS, BladsS £ t \Eebsite and are available on request from

the CPRE London office.

20 KSNIWBNESY t &loh PSRl a
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7253 0300) or e-mail before July 14th. For
oghek \ways o get involved, turn the page.

CPRE London- Promoting the city, protecting the countryside


http://www.sustainweb.org/localactiononfood/greenbeltsurvey/
http://www.sustainweb.org/localactiononfood/greenbeltsurvey/
http://www.sustainweb.org/localactiononfood/greenbeltsurvey/
(http:/www.london.gov.uk/mayor/publications/2009/docs/london-plan-initial-proposals.pdf)
(http:/www.london.gov.uk/mayor/publications/2009/docs/london-plan-initial-proposals.pdf)
(http:/www.london.gov.uk/mayor/publications/2009/docs/london-plan-initial-proposals.pdf)
mailto:office@cprelondon.org.uk
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/

#02%

, T T-Updiate 8H8Ipirty you to Promote the City and Protect the Countryside

Getting Involved with CPRE

Making a difference? Taking a stand?
Influencing the future for the better?
¢CKSB8QNB |ttt I 02dz
commitments we make.

People join or support CPRE for a variety

of reasons, usually underpinned by a love
of the English countryside in its many
forms. Membership fees and donations
play a vital role in supporting the efforts

of the 42 branches spread across the
O2dzyGUNE YR /tw9Qa
Some members (and non-members) also
wish to help directly with this work but
R2y Qi 1y26 6KI G
contribute or who to approach. So what
are the best options for CPRE members
who want to be actively involved at a
national, regional or local level?

The National Picture

Visit www.cpre.org.uk/ t w9 Qa Yy I
6S0aAisS yR @&z2dzf f

regularly updated treasure house of
information about countryside issues,
news, campaigns, authoritative reports
and policy statements. Chief amongst
/tw9Qa ¢So6 3ISya:s
Planning Help website. This really does
meet the needs of first-time visitors
looking for help in understanding the
planning application process and how
they can make their views known. It
affords clear and concise information
about the planning system and changes
to it - such as the ongoing changeover
from Unitary or Local Development Plans
to Development Frameworks, a real help
to knowing what you need to know.

CPRE produces a free Campaign Update
e-newsletter, which anyone can sign up

to. More recently it has begun to make
Fieldwork ( KS / t w9helying g

Stop the Drop, spearheaded by Bill
Bryson, has proved a hugely successful
campaign, not least because it provides
Lol RlprROiSs fpracue |
inv6lvement and the chance for peobfle
to improve their local environment.

The key CPRE initiative of the moment,
and the one that draws together all of
our efforts - past, present and future - is
the 20:26 Future of the Countryside
YIYyAFTSaidz2 6KAOK
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The Local Food Web Project, Climate
Change, Transport and campaigning on
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recommend you consider opportunities
for giving staff there a helping hand,

For example our Green Belt Project
would benefit hugely with the help of
volunteers willing to monitor threats of
tilags@nd to advise on the condition of
land ad suggest improvements in their
local Green Belt, and somebody to help
draw all this information together so that
we not only have an idea of recurring
threats but can use the findings to ad-
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t quality and opportunities for
positive use for improvement and that
would benefit local communities and the
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rivers, all highly relevant to our Vision for
the Future2 ¥ [ 2y R2Yy Q& / 2 dz

whether with particular projects, the day
-to-day running of the Charity or
EJI}\dI?I?}nP atctivities.
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Regional Action

hT O2daNESZ 6SQNS
promote opportunities for taking
F2NBI NR (KS

projects and promotion of our district
groups.

Gradually increasing our capacity in
order to be able to address the issues
that face us over the next five years, and
even the next five months of this year,
provides a wide range of opportunities
for involvement.

Past and present volunteers have helped
with:

9 Writing letters to MPs, councillors etc
9 Active Campaigning

9 Book-keeping & membership records

5T DELHC GEoppsliaisep

you to protect and enhance the country- {1 Organising social events

SideQ> | @t arhal amdaSa DA I
download from its Campaigns page. It
makes a splendid counterpart to
Countryside Voicfor anyone wanting to
know more about the stories behind the
headlines and keen to play their part.

Other resources on
the website include
Getting organised an
getting results the

[t w9 Ol YL
quide(the action brief-

ings are particularly LESUI
KSt LJFdzt 0@
worth a delve through
the mix of information and news about
current and looming issues.

9 Research in support of projects and
campaigns

9 Newsletter production & distribution
9 Website management

9 Committee Work

on an occasional or regular basis
according to their interests, skills and
availability.

Different projects provide different
2LIIR2 NI dzyAGASE &z
a2YSGKAYy3 G2 &dzAd
looking to gain experience as part of a
ﬁ@egrghgngeg)r looking for a job in the
environmental sector or who is keen to
do their bit, on a regular or occasional
basis.

Green Infrastructure) project. A vital ele-

ment of this will be our work with local

community groups in developing local
Fvisions whether in an urban or rural set-

s '{I,:,%gl n{j Qe%\apﬁthés gwi)g}ht bue jgst what

ould suit you.
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to strengthen our Executive and Policy
Committees as well as establishing a
Campaigns Group, helping us to put to
best use the knowledge, organisational
skills and experience of our supporters
and to make progress through the
enthusiasm of those who are simply keen
to make a difference on the ground,
wanting to enthuse others and willing to
get involved with some particular part of
/[ tw9 [2YyR2y Qary g2 NJ] @
welcome to drop us a line or call in at the
office to discuss ideas and opportunities.

Promoting the city, protecting the courtry.

press
uments | site map | gallery

> London's countryside under threat
Your donations
help CPRE
Londonto
campaign to

continue our
S = = de f

protect your
countryside for
the future.

Our website will be regularly updated
The latest news for London and local
areas, progress with projects, campaigns

A (weee we ngefl YWur fuppartrvill @l beg S Q f
Zhere: Qus sgagonalUpdatgsyill other-
wise keep you informed.
But this is also an opportunity to thank
you for the support you already give to
improving the city and to protecting the
O2dzy iNB&AARS Ay [2YR2
never been more important.



http://www.cpre.org.uk
http://www.planninghelp.org.uk/home
http://www.ctt.org/CPRE_sign_up.asp
mailto:Laura%20Jansen%20[LauraJ@cpre.org.uk]?subject=Fieldwork%20via%20e-mail%20request
http://www.cpre.org.uk/library/results/campaigning
http://www.cpre.org.uk/filegrab/get-organised.pdf?ref=1631
http://www.cpre.org.uk/filegrab/get-organised.pdf?ref=1631
http://www.cpre.org.uk/filegrab/get-organised.pdf?ref=1631
http://www.cpre.org.uk/filegrab/get-organised.pdf?ref=1631
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/stop-the-drop/litter-and-fly-tipping
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/environment/2026-a-vision-for-the-countryside.
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/about/fwm/index.cfm
mailto:office@cprelondon.org.uk
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/filegrab/get-organised.pdf?ref=1631
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Local Involvement
Issues facing a community, from planning
applications or other proposals for
change, to getting involved in lobbying
for improvements are where individuals
can make a real difference, not only
doing their bit but raising awareness and
increasing the likelihood of action by
others.

Often the only things standing in the way
of people having their say is information
- or a lack of it. They need to know

9 how their environment is likely to be
affected in time to let them get

involved, and
9 how best they can influence matters.
CNRY G(GKS NI yOKQ&

least one member in each borough
willing to monitor local authority
planning lists and newsletters for
proposals likely to be of interest or
concern would be ideal. Extending our
collaboration with local amenity societies
and residents associations would avoid
possible repetition of effort here and
give us a stronger, more unified voice
locally as well. Effort spent in building a
working relationship with local authority
planning team officers and planning
committee can also pay dividends

How does the Branch support this? One
YySo oFe& Aa DAl
now find pages for each district group
area and a main news page where local
events, issues and requests for support
can be advertised. e-Update will also
draw attention to these.

Additionally, we will gradually build up
the support information that is available
via the website (starting with some of
what is presented here). If you or a
neighbour need to know more about
planning applications, appeals and where
to find out more this will become a vital
FTANRG LER2NI 2F OF f ¢
add information about how community
groups and individuals have fared in
relation to different proposals, so that
their efforts can guide people faced with
similar issues elsewhere.

The projects identified in our strategic
plan notably the Green Belt Project and
iKS
Countryside and Green Infrastructure are
also intended to provide opportunities
for the Branch to promote and support
our District Groups and local supporters
in both outer London Boroughs and
within the city and suburbs.
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Information Sources
9SSy AT
this e- newsletter (available on our web-
site), this list should at least identify
likely information points whilst the links
provided offer easy access to a wealth of
research and advice.

International issues and legislation that
affects the UK

European Commission
European Union

For the national picture

UK Parliament

DirectGov The online hub for information
FRMEGGVERBMERE, ifstlepatmegts andy
how they relate to our lives, with the
departments most relevant to CPRE
being:

BIS - Department for Business,
Innovation and Skills

CLG - Communities and Local
Government

DECC - Department of Energy and
Climate Change

DEFRA - Department of Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs

DfT - Department for Transport
Treasury Office

OPSI - Office of Public Sector Information
(where you can view legislation its
original and amended forms)

UK National Statistics

MAGIC - Multi-Agency Geographic Infor-
mation for the Countryside offers cus-
tomisable map-based information useful
in finding out more about your local
area.

NBN - National Biodiversity Network ¢

\Iatulre on the Map (hosted by Natural _
Englanf) YS 3253
UKBAP ¢ Biodiversity action plans online

Key agencies responsible for different
parts of our environment include

CABE - Commission for Architecture and
the Built Environment

Environment Agency

Forestry Commission

Natural England
The Royal Parks

For political issues

& 2 dzQ NButdf 2 2 {ThexAvork foriyou i praduqed Dy i

MySaciety provides information about
Parliament, its work and how this might
be influenced.

ePolitix is produced by Dods. You can
sign up for e-news

Useful NGO sites

ALGE - The Association of Local Govern-
ment Ecologists provides several publica-
tions relevant to planning matters.

British Horse Society

CBT - Campaign for Better Transport (e-
news)

I QBA - Country Land and Business Associa-
tion
CPRE - Campaign to Protect Rural Eng-
land
FOE - Friends of the Earth
FWAG - Farming and Wildlife Advisory
Group
Greenpeace
NFU - National Farmers Union
NT - National Trust (e-news)

RICS - Royal Institution of Chartered Sur-
veyors provides information on surveys
and housing need.

RSPB -Royal Society for the Protection of

LA s x a4 oA A A B
Agdi%o%a?ilzn\fol’lrr%tzlon ig agaﬁatla\i&rorﬁa: 2 d &dts t

m - The Wildlife Trusts

RTPI - Royal Town Planning Institute
Sustrans - Sustainable Transport (e-news)
TCPA - Town and Country Planning Asso-
ciation

The Ramblers

WT - The Woodland Trust

WWE - World Wide Fund for Nature

' YRX®

When the BBC realised just how large an

0@ X addieriedShringwatch attracted and

conducted research into who was
watching, the Corporation decided it
had an opportunity to do much, much
more, which led to

BBC Breathing Places.
Visit the website to find out about
events, activities and local sites, and to

[2YR2YQ édownload resources to keep all ages en-

tertained over the summer.

BBC Countryfile is highly informative too.

2§ K2LIS &2df ¢
from many of these.

Syaze



http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://www.parliament.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.berr.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/corporate/
http://www.decc.gov.uk/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/hub/
http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.natureonthemap.org.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
http://www.cabe.org.uk/#1
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.royalparks.org.uk/
http://www.theyworkforyou.com/
http://www.mysociety.org/
http://www.epolitix.com/
http://www.dodonline.co.uk/engine.asp?lev1=1&lev2=0&menu=1
http://www.epolitix.com/free-bulletins/C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Steve/My%20Documents/Bluetooth%20Exchange%20Folder
http://www.alge.org.uk/publications/index.php
http://www.bhs.org.uk/content/default.asp
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/home
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/mailchimp/subscribe
http://www.bettertransport.org.uk/mailchimp/subscribe
http://www.cla.org.uk/
http://www.cpre.org.uk/home
http://www.foe.co.uk/
http://www.fwag.org.uk/
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
http://www.nfuonline.com/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-global/w-email_newsletter/w-email_newsletter-registration_form.htm
http://www.rics.org/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/newsletter-signup
http://www.tcpa.org.uk/
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.wwf.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/springwatch/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/C:/Users/Steve/Documents/SnagIt
http://www.bbccountryfilemagazine.com/
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In London
Mayor of London and the GLA bodies

London Assembly which carries out
various investigations and scrutinises the
al eé2NXDa

GOL - Government Office for London
London Councils - The body which jointly
NBLINBaSyaa Ftt 2F
useful fund of information

London Forum (of more than 100 Civic &

Amenity Societies spread across the
city). Helpful news and events pages.

London Civic Forum which has a
membership of 1300 organisations.

LBP - London Biodiversity Partnership
t NEJARSA
species of conservation concern, priority
habitats and action plans. Your borough
probably has a local biodiversity action
plan (LBAP) too

London Wildweb

Although the future of London habitat
surveys and monitoring to assess the
O2yRAUGAZY
wildlife sites is in doubt, Wildweb
provides information on all designated
sites - from the local to internationally
AYLRNIIFyio ! a4 SF dz
place to visit or are concerned about
development proposals.

GIGL - Greenspace Information for
Greater London provides information
about the species and habitats present
at particular wildlife sites is most likely to
be held by local biological record

LINRLI2al fazx
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Planning Aid for London The regional
office of the Charity dedicated to
providing advice and support on
planning matters to individuals and

communities is huge source of help.

L2t AOASa I yR
The Planning Inspectorate

Keeping Track

LS RE A st RERMT v

printed and electronic formats.

E-mail
Various bodies will e-mail free and useful
newsletters to anyone who signs up.

News groups/forums

Some bodies and special interest groups,

dpshucino gy gt menioned et g
letin boards where you tan follow o

contribute to discussions on key topics.

Some of these can be hugely helpful and

informative.

& News Feeds

Look for this button on various of these
websites and those for your favourite

FSYEYH LBRRED2 Y B3HRE

receive the latest news alerts tailored to
your interests via e-mail account or a
web-based news-reader (such as that

offerbd by NS € 2 2 1 A

News from elsewhere

English Heritage has just published a
report relating to the condition of
Conservation Areas. In London, 81 -
nearly a fifth - are considered to be at

I O A 2isy @#@ore than the national proportion).

And even more recently, the London

Region of Natural England has launched

Its SONE report on the state of the

?a%‘ﬁ_a_'P”X'r ngnengiglonopy [t 5 ¢ | 5 ¢ §
identifies both highlights and challenges,
GAGK ySIENIe& | ljdzt NI S
statutory wildlife sites yet to achieve

WFI @2dz2NI 6f S O2yRAGA 2
Both underline the need for concerted

and coordinated action in relation to the

OAGeQa 3IANBSY | yR 0dz
Summer Green Belt Talks

The first of our talks, by Paul Miner, of
/two9Qa tfryyAy3a ¢StY

subject of Green Belts, their history,
purpose and effectiveness .

The Green Belt concept at its simplest -

the protection of a belt of land around a
population centre - long precedes the

Topang Caupty PIagnng Pl gy
which it now forms part. In Englan

was first introduced during the reign of

Elizabeth I, with a protected area around

y 3 Wirapvag then the City of London.

During the present monarchy, Green
Belts have played an important role in

Ly R O2YA Yy 3  dzLIX @ preventing urban sprawl.

Some people aspire to involvement in
the planning system whilst the great
majority have it thrust upon them.

Out autumn issue will focus on how to

Cedric Hoptroft of the London Green
Belt Council - the forum for parish
councils, residents associations and
amenity societies with an interest in

OSyiNBa® C2NJ [ 2Y R 2 yelinvélvidin(th@ Bcal Plning froceésK AthBiK own patch of Green Belt - covered

Ffaz2 aiz2NBa
green spaces. The WIMBY2 K I (i Q&
Backyard?feature is interesting and
useful too. Members of the public can
also submit free data search requests:
particularly useful in relation to planning
applications.

Planning Advice
Free Planning and Regeneration e-news.

Planning Help from CPRE and CPRE
[ 2 Y R2 y DadonPlanging Guide.

The Planning Portal provides information
about planning and building regulations
and is the main online repository for
details of planning applications and
FLILSEHEad LiQa
than with your local authority website.

2FTGSYy

Development Framework documents
that will shortly replace Unitary Develop-
ment Plans in setting out the policies,
targets and objectives against future
LINRLI2Zalta oAt
try to make it entertaining- even for
those who have not an inkling of LDFs,

08

5t &4 FyR bt
nyms.
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event, there is also an opportunity to
host a weekend training day for anyone
who is keen on finding out more about

or getting involved with local planning.
SFAASNI G2 aidl NI
Contact us if this would be of interest.

2 ( K S NJ Ruoth in feshoading t6 ropaidals or K S Qpledifi@isués and provided examples of
Rapplic&iéns and in influencing the Local

past and current threats across the
whole Metropolitan Green Belt.

Looking forwards, there is a question of
how Green Belts fit into a vision for the
future of the countryside. The current
@Iﬁ@@rv%@aq’e inteMdEd to‘%a%t@-ré t
the views of landowners, visitors and
residents of urban, Green Belt and coun-

S
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the city and its population, the ways in
iy heMetgopoljtas) Grees etk vil
benefit London in future are ever more
important.

Part of this future, and is relevance to

GKS NBad 2F [2yR2yQa
Kl BERliscussed by Alison Barnes

following our AGM on July 16th 2009.



http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/nav.20516
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/london/sone/default.aspx
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/
http://www.london.gov.uk/assembly/index.jsp
file:///D:\!%20Documents\Government%20Office%20for%20London
http://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/
http://www.londonforum.org.uk/
http://www.londoncivicforum.org.uk/
http://www.lbp.org.uk/
http://www.lbp.org.uk/takeactionboroughs.html
http://wildweb.london.gov.uk/wildweb/Welcome.do
http://www.gigl.org.uk/
http://www.gigl.org.uk/WIMBY/tabid/57/Default.aspx
http://www.planningresource.co.uk/newsByEmail/?DCMP=EMC-EnvironmentBulletin
http://www.planninghelp.org.uk/home
http://www.cprelondon.org.uk/publications/reports/london-planning-guide-2005%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://www.planningaidforlondon.org.uk/
http://www.planning-inspectorate.gov.uk/pins/index.htm
https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?hl=en&nui=1&service=reader&continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Freader%3Futm_campaign%3Den%26utm_source%3Den-ha-ww-ww-bk%26utm_medium%3Dha%26utm_term%3Dgoogle%2520news%2520reader
mailto:office@cprelondon.org.uk?subject=Planning%20Training
http://website.lineone.net/~greenbelt/
http://website.lineone.net/~greenbelt/
http://www.sustainweb.org/localactiononfood/greenbeltsurvey/

